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afforded to such tastes by the family at Bromley Common,
Mr. Norman, the father, esteemed the occupation of study in
his son.

Now both these young men, whilst strongly partial to
study, shared the inclination common to their age and
condition for exercise and sport, and took lively pleasure
in cricket, which game was ardently pursued at that period
by the inhabitants of West Kent generally. The gentry
habitually joined with persons of the middle class to form
" clubs " for practice, and during the summer months there
were frequent "matches" played in private parks and
grounds, when numerous spectators came to look on and
encourage the players by their presence. All the " belles "
of the neighbourhood came to these matches, which usually
ended in a merry social evening, with dancing.

The neighbourhood happened, to be, just at the time I am
writing of, full of young people of both sexes.    Perhaps it
would have been difficult to find twenty-five couples of dancers
wherein beauty, grace, and form were so largely present as
in these Kentish meetings of 1814-1820.    The Barnards,
the Normans, the Edens, the Berens, the Stones, Jenners,
and Lewins ; the Johnstons, the Wells, the Townshends, the
Whitmores, the Gators, and others, furnished forth their
attractive contingents; while the parents of the young people,
mostly of middle age, and still full of relish for festive enjoy-
ments, amused themselves by looking on, and peradventure
scrutinizing the relations growing up among the "lads and
lasses " in the intervals of the game.

Cricket^ and an occasional ball in the winter months, were
the sole diversions enjoyed by young George Grote at this
stage of his career; but they were enjoyed with eager relish,
and served to vary the complexion of Ms life, which else had
been sufficiently monotonous.

With George W. Norman he kept up a steady intellectual
and intimate intercourse, and the advantage of such a com-
panion at the age when the character is forming cannot be
too highly estimated. They read books in common, chieflv the
